
NATIONAL GENEALOGY CONFERENCE IN CANADA 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

at Historic Pier 21 
July 17—19, 2015 

Keynote Speaker  -    Dave Obee 
One of Canada’s most prominent authorities on Genealogy, Dave will 
provide excellent information and guidance for genealogists of all      
levels of experience. 

Be a part of this  
inaugural conference 

LEARN 
 

Excellent speakers will 
help you to enhance your      
knowledge and skills as a    

genealogist 

NETWORK 
 

Meet other genealogists from 
near and far to exchange 

ideas and methods  ENJOY & HAVE FUN 
 

Conference activities will have 
you tapping your toes and    

experiencing some of the great 
things that Halifax has to offer 

Special Activities included in your Registration 

Guided tour plus additional on-own time 
at the Canadian Museum of  Immigration 
at Pier 21,  Immigration portal of Canada 
from 1928 - 1971 

Fairview Lawn Cemetery 
(Titanic Graveyard) 

During a short guided tour of 
Halifax, the Titanic Graveyard will 
be visited. Experts will be on 
hand to enhance your experience. 

Earlybird Registration Bonus 
The first 50 people to register by February 15, 2015 will receive a free 1-year subscription 

to Family Chronicle magazine 

Conference registrants will have the opportunity to submit 
personal information to have The Scotiabank Family History 
Centre research immigration information for your family 
prior to arriving at the conference. 



Conference Agenda 
 

Day 1 - Friday, July 17, 2015 
 
Registration for Symposium participants        8:30 – 9:30am 
Symposium for Provincial Genealogical Organization Representatives 9:30am-12:00pm 
Conference Registration            1:00 - 4:00pm 
Opening Keynote - Dave Obee         4:00 - 5:30pm 
Ceilidh-style Reception at Pier 21        6:00 - 9:00pm 
 
Day 2 - Saturday, July 18, 2015 
 
Breakfast on own         
Keynote presentation - Terry Punch        9:00 - 10:00am 
  One from Many: Nova Scotians’ Origins 
   Nova Scotia is small compared to central and western Canada, yet its population is a microcosm of people  
   drawn from Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas. This session offers a survey of the many strands making up  
   the Nova Scotian heritage.  

Refreshment break           10:00-10:45am 
Workshops            10:45am - 12:00pm  
   Beginner & Intermediate  Genealogy 101 - Dave Obee 
   Advanced    Genealogical DNA Testing - David Pike 
Lunch             12:00 - 1:00pm 
Canadian Museum of Immigration guided tour       1:00 - 2:30pm 
Refreshment break at Pier 21         2:30 - 3:30pm 
On own to view museum or to prepare for banquet     3:30 - 6:00pm 
Bus Tour of downtown Halifax, including stop at Titanic grave site  6:00 - 7:30pm 
Dinner at Five Fishermen Restaurant        7:30 - 9:30pm 
 
Day 3 - Sunday, July 19, 2015 
     
Keynote presentation - Dave Obee        8:30 - 9:30am 
Refreshment Break           9:30 - 10:30am 
Workshops (concurrent)          10:30am - 12:00pm 
    1.  Preserving Family Photos in the Digital Era - Peter Sibbald  
    2.  Digital Archiving - Josh Taylor 
    3.  Exploring Canadian Records: Some Answers to the 5 W’s - Sylvie Tremblay 
Lunch             12:00 - 1:00pm 
Workshops Recording Your Family History       1:00 - 2:30pm 
    1.  Preserving Family Photos in the Digital Era - Peter Sibbald  
    2.  Digital Archiving - Josh Taylor 
    3.  Exploring Canadian Records: Some Answers to the 5 W’s - Sylvie Tremblay 
Refreshment break           2:30 - 3:00pm 
Closing Keynote           3:00 - 3:30pm 



Conference Speakers 

Keynotes 

Dave Obee 
Dave Obee is a journalist and genealogical researcher who has written a dozen books 
and given more than 500 presentations at conferences and seminars in Canada and the 
United States since 1997. 
He is Editor-in-Chief of the Times Colonist in Victoria, British Columbia. He has worked 
as a journalist in British Columbia and Alberta since 1972. 
Dave runs CanGenealogy.com, a link site that is selective and sorted for easy use. 
He is a member of the board of Canada's History Society, which publishes Canada's 
History, the magazine formerly known as The Beaver, and Kayak, which is a history 
magazine for children, as well as related websites.  

Dr. Terrence M. Punch, CM  
 

Terrence Punch, C.M., D.Litt., FIGRS, FRSAI, CG(C) has been deemed "an expert of all 
things genealogical in Nova Scotia”.  He was born in Halifax, and educated at St. Mary's 
University and Dalhousie University. His list of achievements is extensive: Resident      
genealogist, CBC Radio; columnist, Saltscapes magazine & Seniors' Living;                  
lecturer Atlantic Canada Studies, St. Mary’s University instructor: Elder Hostel; Atlantic  

Dave is a columnist for Internet Genealogy magazine and Family Chronicle magazine. He has written about 
family history for Canada's History as well as Your Family Tree in the United Kingdom. 
 
Some of the many books authored by Dave are Destination Canada, a comprehensive history of immigration to 
Canada, and Counting Canada, which covers the history of the census, and provides the most complete guide 
available for researchers using the Canadian Census. 
 
Dave has received honours from numerous organizations such as Heritage BC, the BC Library Association, and 
the British Columbia Historical Federation. 
 

Canada Institute; and Elder Learners; assessor, TESL in Japan; Secretary, Federation of NS Heritage;    
Founding Chair, Genealogical Institute of the Maritimes; Founding President, Genealogical Association of Nova 
Scotia; President, Royal NS Historical Society (Genealogical editor of its Journal); President, Charitable Irish 
Society; Sociétaire, Soc. d'Émulation de Montbéliard; Life Fellow, Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, and 
Royal NS Historical. Society.; Fellow, Irish Genealogical Research. Society; Phyllis Blakeley Lifetime    
Achievement Award in Heritage; Member, Order of Canada; Trustee, Public Archives of NS; Judge, Atlantic 
Canada Book Awards; Author of Erin's Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada 1751-1863 (4 vols.); Some Early 
Scots in Maritime Canada (3 vols.); North America’s Maritime Funnel: the Irish and the ships that brought them; 
Montbéliard Immigration to Nova Scotia, 1749-1752; 6 other books, entries in the Dictionary of Canadian     
Biography & many articles & reviews in journals worldwide.  He is married and has one son. 

http://www.timescolonist.com/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/Kids/Kayak.aspx
http://internet-genealogy.com/
http://www.familychronicle.com/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/


Workshops 

Peter Sibbald    Preserving Family Photos in the Digital Era 

Gathering your family photos for genealogical preservation means dealing with images spanning generations and 
various types of media.  How best to identify them and ensure their longevity?  In this digital age of image overload, 
paradoxically the problem of storing, finding and preserving family photographs and movies is greater than ever.  
Presenter Peter Sibbald notes: "I worry that by the time my grandchildren care about their family history, searching 
for still and motion pictures from this era will reveal it to have been a visual dark age.  

Josh Taylor    Digital Archiving 
Using technology to organize your paper and digital research files offers multiple benefits to any genealogist. 
Learn how to take advantage of cloud computing, digitization, and other techniques to convert your paper files, 
research notes, research logs, and documents into your own personal ‘digital archive.’  

David Pike    Genealogical DNA Testing     For advanced genealogists 

This presentation will consist of an introduction to the utility of genetic testing as a genealogical tool. The different 
types of genealogical DNA tests will be covered, namely tests for the Y-chromosome, mitochondrial DNA,     
autosomal DNA and the X-chromosome.  The lecture will also include discussion of how these tests can be used 
to answer genealogical questions and provide new insight.  

Dave Obee    Genealogy 101 For beginner and intermediate genealogists 

How to give your family history research a healthy start. This talk covers the basic sources that everyone will 
need to know -- sources such as the census, church records, civil records, and immigration records. Most       
important of all, it will help you understand how to determine the value and relevance of the various sources. 

Saturday, July 18  10:30am - 12:00pm 

Sunday, July 19  10:30am - 12:00pm and  1:00 - 2:00pm   
Workshops are repeated; Choose 2 of 3 

Sylvie Tremblay  Exploring Canadian Records!  Some Answers to the 5Ws 

In this workshop, Sylvie Tremblay, from Library and Archives Canada, and herself a genealogy addict, will guide us 
among the multiple type of records available in Canadian repositories to family historians, and mostly Library and 
Archives Canada.  She will share her own experience about researching her family history and provide answers to 
these 5 Ws:  

 What are the main Canadian records for genealogical research?  

 When were they created?  

 Where are they available?  

 Who should you contact and how should you cite your sources?  

 Why should you consult these records?  
She will also address copyright issues and access restrictions for more recent records such as military service files. 



Workshop Presenters 

DAVID PIKE 
David Pike is the President of the Family History Society of Newfoundland and Labrador.  
Since 2004 he has been actively engaged in genealogical DNA testing.  He currently   
coordinates projects at Family Tree DNA based on Y-DNA, mitochondrial DNA and    
autosomal DNA, with the latter concentrating on Newfoundland and Labrador. 

PETER SIBBALD 
Peter Sibbald has contributed to mainstream media for over 30 years as a photojournalist,        
documentary photographer and editorial portraitist with former clients like TIME Inc.,    
Canadian Geographic, McGraw-Hill and Bloomberg.  From 1995 to 1999, Peter was the 
official portraitist to the Governor General of Canada under Their Excellencies Roméo 
and Diana Fowler LeBlanc. He has received honours from a number of organizations, 
including the Canada Council, National Magazine Awards, and The Alexia Foundation for 
World Peace. More recently moving into documentary filmmaking, Peter rounded out his 
expertise with sound and motion picture, building a suite of audio-visual storytelling skills, 
which in this digital age, are increasingly converging as “multimedia”. In 2014, Peter 
launched Legacy Productions Canada a boutique personal and family history production 
service specializing in preserving client's legacy stories. 

JOSH TAYLOR 
D. Joshua Taylor is the Director of Family History at Findmypast and the current President 
of the Federation of Genealogical Societies. A frequently speaker at family history events 
around the globe, Joshua has also been a featured genealogist on Who Do You Think 
You Are? (US version) and is one of the hosts of the hit US PBS series, Genealogy  
Roadshow.  

SYLVIE TREMBLAY 
Sylvie Tremblay, originally from Quebec City, has a B.A. in History and a certificate in  
archival studies from Laval University.  Since 1976, she has been a genealogy addict, 
beginning as an amateur and then becoming a professional.  Her former employers  
include Archives nationales du Québec, Archiv-Histo, Parcs Canada among others.  She 
was involved as board member for the Société de généalogie de Québec and the  
Fédération qué  bécoise des sociétés de généalogie and has published over the years 
many genealogical studies, articles and marriage repertoires.  Presently, she is the      
genealogist for the Association des Tremblay d’Amérique, the largest French-Canadian 
family in North America.  She was certified “maître généalogiste agréé” on February 1

st
, 

1993.  In November 2001, she joined the staff of Library and Archives Canada, and is  
currently the manager of Online Content Services. 

DAVE OBEE 
Dave co-authored Finding Your Canadian Ancestors: A Beginners Guide with Sherry  
Irvine in 2007.  He has lectured extensively on how to begin researching and recording 
your family history since 1997.   

http://petersibbald.com
http://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=15443


Conference Hotel 

THE WESTIN NOVA SCOTIAN  

1181 Hollis Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 2P6  

The Westin Nova Scotian, a proud AAA/CAA Four Diamond hotel,        

features an ideal location near the waterfront where you can enjoy      

stunning views of the Halifax harbour and Cornwall Park.  

It is just steps away from Pier 21, the conference location. 

The Maritime Museum and other attractions are within walking distance of 

the hotel. 

We have negotiated an excellent conference rate — you likely won’t find a  

better hotel rate in downtown Halifax during the peak summer season! 
 
Your conference experience will be enhanced by staying at the conference  
hotel, where there are sure to be plenty of opportunities to make new             
connections, new memories, and share ideas. 

CONFERENCE LOCATION 

Pier 21 was an ocean liner terminal and immigration portal from 1928 to 1971 in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Canada. Over one million immigrants came to Canada through Pier 21 and it is the last 
surviving seaport immigration facility in Canada. 
 

The recently expanded event facilities, with spectacular views of the Halifax Harbour, will    
provide an excellent environment for learning, socializing, and connecting with organizations 
who provide genealogical resources in the exhibit area.  It is likely that many of those attending 
the conference have ancestors who came through this historic location as the immigrated to 
Canada.   
 

The Canadian Museum of Immigration will inform and inspire with its excellent documentation 
and displays.  www.pier21.ca  

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 

Halifax is the largest city in Canada’s Atlantic Provinces, a bustling port with a wealth of history and      
unmistakable Maritime hospitality. 
 
Here are 5 “Hali-Facts”: 
1. One of the world’s longest downtown boardwalks 
2. The longest continuously running market in North America 
3. Finest original formal Victorian Public Garden in North America 
4. Oldest salt water ferry service in North America 
5. Halifax Explosion, Dec. 6, 1917 - greatest man-made explosion before the atomic bomb 
For more information on these and other highlights of Halifax, go to www.destinationhalifax.com  
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